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Ancient DNA Shows Genetic Link between Egypt, Mesopotamia

( a)Ancient DNA has revealed a genetic link between the ( cultures of

b)
ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, according to research published on July 2

in the journal Nature.
Researchers *sequenced whole genomes from the teeth of (l)a [ found /

in a sealed funeral pot / remarkably well-preserved / skeleton ] in an

Egyptian tomb site dating to between roughly 4,500 and 4,800 years ago.

(2)Four-ﬁfths of the genome showed links to North Africa and the region
around Egypt. But a fifth of the genome showed links to the area in the
Middle East between *the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, known as *the

Fertile Crescent, ( 3 ) Mesopotamian civilization flourished.

“The finding is highly significant” because it “is ( 4>the first direct

evidence of what has been hinted at” in prior work, said Daniel Antoine,

*curator of Egypt and Sudan at the British Museum.

Earlier *archeological evidence has shown trade links between Egypt
and Mesopotamia, ( 5 ) similarities in *pottery-making techniques and
*pictorial writing systems. While resemblances in dental structures
suggested possible ancestral links, the new study clarifies the genetic
( 6 ).

The Nile River (a>is “likely to (7 ) acted as an ancient

7
superhighway, (S}facilitating the movement of not only cultures and ideas,

(9 ) people,” said Antoine, who was not involved in the study.
The skeleton was found in an Egyptian tomb complex at the

archaeological site of Nuwayrat, inside a chamber carved out from a rocky
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hillside. An analysis of *wear and tear on the skeleton — and the presence

of *arthritis in specific joints — indicates the man was likely in his 60s and

(7b)may (7 ) worked as a potter, said coauthor and bioarchaeologist Joel

Irish of Liverpool John Moores University.

The man lived just before or near the start of (lo)ancient Egypt’s *Old
Kingdom, when *Upper and Lower Egypt were unified as one state, leading
to a period of relative political stability and cultural innovation — including
the construction of the Giza pyramids.

“This is the time that *centralized power ( c)allﬂed the formation of
ancient Egypt as we know it,” said coauthor Linus Girdland-Flink, a
*paleogeneticist at the University of Aberdeen.

At approximately the same time, *Sumerian city-states took root in
Mesopotamia and *cuneiform emerged as a writing system.

Researchers said analysis of other ancient DNA samples is needed to

obtain a clearer picture of the extent and timing of movements between

(mthe two cultural centers.

(The Associated Press, The Japan News, July 9, 2025)
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Kevin and Mika are talking about whether or not to throw away food.

Kevin:

Mika :

Kevin :

Mika :

Kevin:

Mika:

Kevin:

Mika :

Kevin:

Mika :

Hey, what are you doing? You're not throwing out that yogurt,
(1 )you?
Yeah, the *expiry date was yesterday, so it might (2>be spoiled. 1

don’t want to get sick.

Oh, (3jcome on! That’s just the best by date. ( 4)There’s. no way
you'll get sick from it. Don’t throw it out.

5 )Why [ do/ much / careso/you ]? You don’t even like yogurt!

( 6:Thats not the (7>gomt. There are millions of (8:starve people in
the world.

(9)80 (9 )? It’sjust one container of yogurt. 10 It’s not a bi
deal.

I just don’t like to see people waste food. 1}Be51des, all that trash is

il
also bad for the environment.

Give me a break. I'm sure people in your country waste a lot

12)
more food.

That may be true, but (13)wasted food is wasted food. It’s never a

good thing.

OK, I'll just eat it then. But 1)

(Alice Gordenker s, Surprising Japan!2, ¥3tH%t)

I better not get sick!
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7  You are not allowed to get sick

A4 You must find a way not to get sick
7 You will never get sick
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7 You will get a point if you answer the question correctly
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a [ remarkably well-preserved skeleton found in a sealed funeral pot ]
4/5 (0.8)
7

Egypt, Mesopotamia

(a) A4 (b) = () 7
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Why [ do you care so much ] ?
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